Chapter Nine

MY FIRST STATUE OF CHRIST: 1917-1920

I HAD MADE DURING THE WAR A STATUE IN BRONZE OF
Christ,  and exhibited it at the Leicester Galleries.
Immediately a most hellish row broke out.  The statue
was reviled, attacked by the Press, the Clergy, R.A.S,
Artistic Associations,  and Social bodies.   Father Bernard
Vaughan wrote as follows :

I feel ready to cry out with indignation that in this Christian
England there should be exhibited the figure of a Christ which
suggested to me some degraded Chaldean or African, which wore
the appearance of an Asiatic-American or Hun, which reminded
me of some emaciated Hindu or badly grown Egyptian.

I was astounded at the reception of this figure, and still
am. George Bernard Shaw came out in defence of it, and
it was eventually bought by Apsley Cherry-Garrard, who
was a member of Scott's South Polar Expedition.

I would wish a work like this of mine to be in a church or
a cathedral, but I am afraid that none of my religious works
will ever go to appropriate settings.

To-day Ecclesiastical authorities fight shy of any work
which shows any religious intensity of feeling, and merely
wish for innocuous " furniture " that will not disturb the
mind of the beholder. For the Ecclesiastical authorities
especially there exists by now a whole school of copyists of
early religious work. They love to work in a washed-out,
slightly Gothic, somewhat Byzantine style, and by this
" copy cat" business, imagine that they are in the great
Christian tradition. They have even banded themselves
together and have workshops, showrooms, and agents, to